Roadmap for Engaging Families!

August - May
Activities, Resources, Barriers (& a Plan)

Thank you so much for your interest in the Roadmap for Engaging Families! Research
shows us that the more involved a family is in the education of their student, the more
likely the child will consistently attend school and be successful in school.

Encouraging family involvement doesnt have to be complicafed. Involvement can vary
from parents checking their students homework, parents volunteering in the classroom,
or parents aftending family enrichment activity nights. Success will depend on what you.
as the child's insfructor, can do fo ensure that engagement opportunifies are diverse,
meaningful, and inviting.

This packet provides easy-to-use activities, resources on where to find additional
information, and suggdestions for overcoming barriers that sometimes sabotage family
engagement efforfs. The packet is intended fo be used as a fool; if you have addifional
ideas and feedback, please share your thoughts with us!

Good luck, have fun, and remember that students evolve and grow when they can rely on
strong partnerships where schools and families work fogether for success!

Resources utilized fo complete the Roadmap: ﬁ' = y a
SD DOE Toolkit http://doe.sd.gov/title/toolkit/ W

Henderson, AT. & Mapp. K (2002) 4 New Wave of Evidence, The Impact of School, Family and Community Connections on
Student Achievement. Southwest Educational Development Laboratory

Redding, S. Murphy. M. & Sheley, P. (2011) Hanabook on Family and Community Engagement: Information Ade Publishing.


http://doe.sd.gov/title/toolkit/
https://thecornerstoneforteachers.com/open-house/

Welcome Back 1o Schooll

August

Learning Targets

http://doe.sd.gov/title/tool
kit/documents/17-

I @ Guide.pdf (pp. 27-28)

leal https://thecornerstonefort
Get to know your students and families! | ipsthecorersiy
Engage families starting on Day 1! house/

Reminder

Provide greeters to
greet every fam'ul\/\.
Place signs around the
school for directions.

[

I e Put out the Red Carpet. ( L'ntcrall\/\. Roll out red table

| cloth from the front door into Your school).

e Place welcome Signs on the front door and

l throughout the school (m\A|t'|P|c |an3uages, if needed).

I ¢ Plan a scavenger hunt of your school: don't fOrgct
sbout your music, PE, and |'|brar\f teachers: Kitchen

I stanq\-, and custodians.

| *  Designate a spot for fam'dy pictures.
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: Breaking the Barriers

*  Communication: Get the word out using multiple
Platfom\s (social media, student-made posters, letters).

e Timing: Make the open house convenient for the families.
Over supper time? Have a light meal or snacks for the
entire fam'nl\{. Listen to your families. Does work prevent

[
[
[
I them from attending?
[
!

CheekyCherybe

*  Paperwork: ls there another time to il out paperwork? o -
Use the open house {or engagement rather than chores. S |

______________


http://doe.sd.gov/title/toolkit/documents/17-Guide.pdf
https://thecornerstoneforteachers.com/open-house/

Attendance Awareness Month

September
Why is Attendance Imporfant?

http://doe.sd.gov/title/tool
kit/documents/17-

Guide.pdf (p. 29)
http://www.attendancewor

Ensure families and students understand ks.org/resources/videos/
the importance of attendance.

Reminder
Tak to the students about

attendance; otherwise, the\,
cant understand the
importance of attendance!

. Displa\/ 3 poster at the school's entryway to share the
goals of your schools attendance Pol'ncy with students an
farmilies.

e Present a video of emphasizing the importance of
attendance.

. EXPb’nn the effects of chronic absences on achievement.

*  Encourage parents to he|P each other and share stories of
ways that they motivate their students to attend school.

o Before parents will discuss attendance, they need to know you
care. Get to know your families. What are their Joys and Wishes?
What are their barriers? How can you help?

*  Parents might not know how to helP get their children to school
Share simPle habits they can establish With their children:

1. Set regular evening routines, including bedtimes,

2. Schedule medical and dental appointments after school
3. Avoid Planning vacations during the school year.

4. Make sure students attend school unless trul\, sick.

CheekyCherybe


http://doe.sd.gov/title/toolkit/documents/17-Guide.pdf
http://www.attendanceworks.org/resources/videos/

Parent/Teacher Conferences

October
Building Relationships with a Short Amount of Time.

@ http://doe.sd.qgov/title/toolkit/
documents/17-Guide.pdf (p.

Engage Lamilies so they attend 28)
Pamnt/teacher conferences.

Reminder
Kecp it positive! Families need

to hear TWO positives before
You share an OPPOF’C\ANW for

Have students design Share questions their childs growth.
invitations {or Parent/teacher with {amilies before

conferences. Parent/teacher conferences.

‘Sweet Success Showcease”™ -

Share the successes of the Meet the families at 2

students with cookies or ‘neutral” location lke a café

donuts.

Establish student-led or park.

conferences.

*  Timing; Make conferences convenient for the families. Over su
time? Have a light meal or snacks for the entire fam]l\{. Listen to
your families. Do they miss conferences because of work?

*  Language: ELL, have an interpreter available but do not use Google
Translate.

. Language: Tak to your families without using school jargon.

CheekyCherybe


http://doe.sd.gov/title/toolkit/documents/17-Guide.pdf

Family Fun

November

Family Nights or Grade - Level Family Funl

Engage families and link learning

during famﬂ\/ fun enrichment
n'ghts.

Turke\/ BINGO
Carnival

Literacy Night
Cultural Nights
STEAM* Night
Showcase Students

Make it fun! Learning is all around us! Let

families share in learning,

Have 3 famil\i event Auring the Aay for an entire
graAe level (be\{onA Donuts with Dad or Muffins with

Mom).

Consider ntegrating STEAM in the Classroom or

Cultural Sharing Days.

http://www.ptotoday.com/

@ pto-today-
articles/article/8346-quick-

and-cheap-events-for-
your-pto-or-pta

Reminder
Learning is all around us! For
cxample, link BINGO to |earnh3:
Count the rows of bingo Numbers
to Win an extra prize or share a
strategy between games.

CheekyCherybe


http://www.ptotoday.com/pto-today-articles/article/8346-quick-and-cheap-events-for-your-pto-or-pta

Holiday Programs

December
Everyone Comes - Now's the Time to Share Informationl

http://doe.sd.gov/title/toolkit/documents/1
7-Guide.pdf (p. 33

offer intentional parent and fam'uly
engagement at student-centered events.

Reminder

Greet families as they
come n for events.
Smile and show them
the events exact
location.

Set up 3 powerpoint Families attend

about attendance or school 1COr their child! |1C

goals to share on the

background of the stage. \/OU\ 01[\1(\&‘ J tW‘l\f
student-centered

Tak with families and oreet event 'thﬁ fam||| es

eople. ’
PP will attend.

* Buld relatlonships with families! Relat]onsh]Ps are essential
for enganing families n their children's learning fives.

e Get to know more about the entire fam'nl\/. Hoh&a\/
programs Present a fun OPPOrtU\n'\t\, to learmn about your
students’ families.

CheekyCherybe


http://doe.sd.gov/title/toolkit/documents/17-Guide.pdf

Positive Relationships

Januanry

——_—_—_———____‘
I http://doe.sd.gov/title/tool

Learning Target
kit/documents/17-

Continue to build positive | “so
relationships with tamilies.

Reminder

When a phone call from school conveys
good news, the atmosphere between
home and school improves. When you
have good news to share, why wait?

Make the call and start a positive
relationsh'\P with 3 parent.

*  Consistency and frequency: Parents want frequent, ongoing
feedback about how their children are PerFOrming With
homework.

Follow-through: Parents and teachers each want to see that
the other will actuall\{ do what they say they will do.

. C|ar'|t\, and usefulness of communication: Parents and
teachers should have the information they need to he|P
students, in a form and language that makes sense to them.

: Breaking the Barriers

Surprise 3 Parent: Parents are not accustomed to hearing
| unsolieited positive comments from teachers about their children,
I especiaﬂ\, in 3 phone call from the school. Imagine how positive you
would feel as a parent, i You Were contacted by a teacher or the
I school Pr'nnciPa| and told that Your son or daughter was doing well
I in school, or that Your child had overcome a learning or behavior
Prob|em? When you make calls to share positive information with
I parents, be prepared for them to sound surprised, pleasantly

I N T e
CheekyCherybe

| sxﬂr]seé.


http://doe.sd.gov/title/toolkit/documents/17-Guide.pdf

100 Days of School

Februanry
100 Days Smarter - Celebrating Schooll

https://www.ptotoday.com/pto-today-
@ articles/article/1383-11-ways-to-mark-the-

100th-day-of-school

Celebrate 100 Days of School 35 an
accomPhshment‘. Discuss the |earnin3 that
has been done and the learning \et to
come!

Reminder

I8 You took fam'ul\/ portraits
at the beginning of the Year,
celebrate by taking 100 &a\/s
later portraits. Students wil
bave changed in 100 Aa\fs\.

This is an opportunity to
have fun, celebrate, and tie
in more learning with the
students!

Celebrate b Writing 3 short
story of "' | were 100
years old™

Fll small bags with 100

items. Another OPPOrtun'nt\/:

Practice \Various wa\/s to

In the 9ymM: 100 \,ach dash, count to 1o0.

100 5it—uP5, 100 tosses

o \Whatifa fam'ul\, can't participate? Have items rea&\{ to send
home from school: 100 coffee stirrers (Put into bundles of 10)
or cut 100 P]eces of paper.

® (onduct a photo shoot with 100 year old props.

CheekyCherybe



Family Friendly Walk Throughs

March

1 1 http://doe.sd.qovttitle/tool
| Learning Targef o
I I Guide.pdf (p. 6)

Create a more Weleoming environment for families and de\/elop learring
I partnerships with families by conducting a Fam'nl\f Fr'ncndly Walk Through

(FFWT - a tool designated by the SD Department of Education to

Prov'ncJe schools the opportunity to build relationsh'nps with families).

Reminder

nvite a variety of families,

not just the ones on PTA.
you want 3 \/ariet\f of

\oices and Viewpoints..

«  Have staff and parents fil out the FRWT Survey (Prov'ncled by
the SD Department of Education).

. De\/elop the FFWT Team: The team should include Parents/fam'nl\f
members, school staff, a school board member, community, or a
business representative. Parents should make up the majority of
the team.

*  Set the date, invite the FFWT team, and Plan on three hours for

the FFWT.

N
@
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: Breaking the Barriers

How do we get the families to be part of the walk—through?

I e Have teachers iclent]f\f 35 families from their class and give
I the names to the Princlpal who invites the parents by saying,
“We are so excited to have a FFWT and Your ‘teacher selected
I You as 3 parent who is involved in your kids life and we 3,
would love to hear Your \oice!" 2
l * Follow-up with the letter defining and explaining the FFWT 5
I concept. S
e (al as a reminder the Aa\, before the event.
‘ I P N S S N O e e e e e e . Vs


http://doe.sd.gov/title/toolkit/documents/17-Guide.pdf

Transitions!

April
Kindergarten, Middle School, High School, College/Career

http://doe.sd.gov/title/tool
@ Kit/documents/17-
Guide.pdf (p. 29)
Help students develop an understanding of @ e o naeve o
exPectat’uons as the\{ transition to next \/eAr'S New

learmng environments.

Reminder

Every transition s 3 big deal.
Help prepare the students by
making sure your room is
weleoming and they know what
is exPcctch\.

o Invite the families into the school before the open
house or first AA\/ of school.

* Have 3 Pretend Aa\{ of what school will look fke for
the first time.

*  Share what the academics are going to look fike when
transitioning into next grade-level.

*  Reach out to your new students with a welcome call
or letter in Ju|y/ﬂu3ust

Student learning success is more l'nkel\{ to occur when parents
and children know the school - its staff. the school fac'nlit\f, the
curriculum and expectations, as well as other families. Children
are excited the first day because they already know what to
expect and have Peop|e they know, school Personnd as well as
peers, Waiting for them. Teachers are able to start teaching
earlier and report fewer behavior Problems (and tears) the first
few weeks of school.

CheekyCherybe


http://doe.sd.gov/title/toolkit/documents/17-Guide.pdf

Thinking About Summer:

y

| Learning Targets

I Accelerate student achievement by oﬂfer'nng exPanded calendars to
close the achievement 93p and promote 21st Century skill
development. I
o Offer before school, afterschool, and summer learning.

I *  Extend learning time (school da\/ and school \/ear).

‘ https://www.youtube.com/
I watch?v=52KuhCpiOUE

Reminder

Even though the school year s
comPlete, learning doesn't need
to end Offer fun learning
activities for your students
to do over the summer.

[ ciies

e &nd of the school year Summer Reading Challenge
Sheet to be turned in to the school in the fall for
3 Prlze.
Partner with local hbrar\f for a reading challenge.
Encourage your students to go to the local hbrar\{
over the summer.

*  Give students a math/literacy scavenger hunt that
L _thﬁ_caﬂ_cmwouhrwhout the summer.

<
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: Breaking the Barriers

I Help students find scho|arshlps t0 9o t0 3 summer cam
or workshop. Help them fill out the aPPhcaton, i needed,
I and Plan with the parents on how their Kiddo will get
I there.

o Offer 3 \/ar'uet\/ of activities to stay connected - email
I text, social media. Provide the means for students to
I
\

CheekyCherybe

share their summer lcarn]ng.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=52KuhCpiOUE

